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¥5 The Revision of the Tariff.

<A tariff law much worse than the final
@raft of the Payne-Aldrich law would be
with gratitude and relief by
and manufacturing in-
of the country if it carried with
&t definite assurances that no further
tation of the subject need be expected
ten or a dozen years. Business
Wrould adjust itself to the new schedules,
| with the prospect of non-interfer-
oo from the Congress before them
members of the manufacturing and
frading community would make the best
‘®f the situation created.
. But will the new measure satisfy the
gs from which the demand for “down-
revision” hascome? Thatdemand
has been made by the “ultimate con-
wumer.” What will be his verdict on
the new achedules a yegr after they have
&one into effect? The gnswer is not dif-
ficult. If there is no reduction in the
vost of living his complaints will be re-
newed and another period of agitation
will ensue.
Yet there is no apparent offort on the
part of the Democratic party to take ad-
.wantage of the wonderful opportunity
offered to it in this bill. Perhaps its in-
capacity to act intelligently may be of
material aid to the Republican party in
. the effort that will now be made to heal
the wounds inflicted on its organization
gince Congress met in special session.

Doubts in the Mississippi Valley.

Think of a newspaper published in
New Orleans beginning to doubt the
celestial wisdom of the plans according
to which the Panama Canal is to be
built! We refer to the esteemed Pica-
yune, which only a few months ago was
affectionately bickering with Charles-
ton, Mobile and so on over the trade
that would soon be pouring through the
Roosevelt locks and flooding us with its
immeasurable opulence. If we mis-
take not, the New Orleans folk at this
moment_are preparing for a great ex-
position to celebrate the completion of
the locks and to appropriate at least
& majority of the commerce they are
expected to discharge upon our happy
shores.

But the Picayunre has had a second
thought. Ithasseen alight to the effect
that the Roosevelt locks will cost more

an a sea level channel would, and

orst of all, it is not quite certain that

Rhe locks are practicable at any price.

dilemma is almost heartrending.

n the cocksure jubilation of the Pro-
@ressive Union does not mitigate it.

Does this horrid apprehension, we
wonder, penetrate the valley of the Mis-

sissippi—reach to St. Louis, Peoria, Min-
WMeapolis, Kansas City and Omaha, all of
“which points have begn asked to par-
Ricipate in the roaring traffic soon to
'be released by the completed Panama
Canal, and incidentally prompted to
Jowl for the $50,000,000 deep waterways
project? What an embarrassing situa-
“tion it would create if the whole valley

d begin to question the super-
‘human integrity of the Roosevelt locks
mnd to ask questions which only Om-

ence—original or delegated —can
mnswer with authority!

We think we can give the esteemed
Picayune at least one hint. We should
_postpone that exposition for a year or
two.

The “American Civil Service Insti-
tute.”

How easily and how naturally fraud-
ulent schemes adapt themselves to the
Civil Service Commission and make it
the basis of their imprudent pretensions
is an old story which has just received
a new illustration in Washington. The
collapse of the “American Civil Service
Institute” and the arrest of two of ita
promoters “and representatives is the
latest episode in a long list of humbugs
and ambushes set for the unwary, and
prompted in all cases by the central,
overshadowing farce.

The ostensible object of the “insti-
tute” was to instruct applicants in the
methods necessary to obtain Federal
civil service positions Ita real pur-
pose, of course, was to extort money
from the credulous and gullible, By
creating an extravagant idea of the ter-
rors and difficulties attendant upon the
processes of the official establishment
it was a simple enough matter to offer to
the multitude an easy loophole through
which to reach the desired consumma-
tion. Luxurious offices were opened
in the name of the institute, a large
clerical force was engaged, and then
correspondence became general and the
flow of money was set in motion. It
may seem incredible that so many people
of both sexes hunger for the beggarly
perch upon a Government three-legged
stool and the exhilarating occupation
of addressing and sticking envelopes or
oopying somebody else’'s thoughts on

public stationery. It is true ney .'ﬂhe-‘

ples -
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for the promise of a reality which they
might have secured directly at half
the cost.

1t is the solemn and portentous front
set up by the Civil SBervice Commission,
its supposed array of selected genius,
and the buckram terrors inapired by
its $1,200 or $1,800 per anpum examiners
and raters, that alarm the candidate
for slow emasculation. Everybody
about the tample of sapience keeps a
straight face. They wink at each other
only in private. And so it happens
that the innocent recoil from its asperi-
ties, and the caloulating seek a short
cut to the list of certified mediocrity.
Almost any one could have given these
viotims an insight into the “methods”
of obtaining a Government position.
Certainly almost any one versed in
Washington life could have done so,
and at rates reduced to nothing; but the
gull must have his way, and the born
sucker was created for purposes of
contribution to the frugal. This par-
tioular “institute” has been discovered
and eradicated, it appears, .but others
will follow after. In the fertile soll
that nourishes the rank weed we know
as the commission there is sustenanoce
for a thousand parasites.

Insurance Company Hospitals.
The business of life insurance is of
such widespread importance and con-
cerns such & vast number of persons
throughout the country that much in-
terest has been excited by the proposal
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company of this oity to establish a free
tuberculosis hospital for its policy-
holders. To all persons of humane
impulses such a project naturally
appeals. On the other hand, it opens
up possibilities of extension and de-
velopment that are quite serious to
contemplate. There are many other
diseases besides tuberculosis which af-
flict insured persons and figure largely
in insurance mortality statistics. If a
hospital may be established and main-
tained out of the funds of a life insur-
ance company for its policyholders who
are suffering from tuberculosis, what
argument is there against the establish-
ment and maintenance of a hospital for
pneumonia patients or a typhoid fever
hospital?

The laws of New York do not contem-
plate the existence of any hospitals
exocept such as are carried on under
governmental agenciea or by the pri-
vate hospital corporations organised
under the statute known as the member-
ship corporations law. This law pro-
vides that five or more persons may
become & corporation for the purpose
of erecting, establishing or maintaining
a hospital, infirmary, dispensary or
home for invalids, aged or indigent
persons by making and filing a certifi-
cate in a prescribed form. The number
of directors must be not less than three
nor more than forty-eight; and if the
corporators so desire they may specify
in the certificate the particular school or
theory of medical or surgical treatment
which shall be observed in the institu-
tion and the system of medical practice
or treatment to be used or applied there-
in. The statute imposes an important
condition precedent to the filing of the
certificate, and that is that it shall bear
the written approval of the State Board
of Charities and also of a Justice of the
Supreme Court of the district in which
the principal office br place of business
of the hospital corporation shall be
located.

Now, as we understand it, what the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
desires to do is to build and carry on a
tuberculosis hospital by virtue of its
powers as an insurance corporation,
wholly independent of the provisions
POf the membership corporations law.
Whether this may legally be done seems
very doubtful. It is probable that the
Legislature may be found ready and
willing to alter the existing laws 80 as
to permit the scheme to be carried into
effect; but in their present form the
statutes hardly seem to warrant such
an extension of the insurance business.

The insurance law contains certain
restrioctions as to the real property
which may be held by an insurance cor-
poration transacting business in this
State. Generally speaking, the lands
which may be possessed by an insur-
ance company may be classified as fol-
lows: (1) The building in which it has
its principal office and the land upon
which it stands; (2) such real property
as shall be requisite for its convenient
accommodation in the transaction of
its business; (3) such as shall have been
acquired for the accommodation of its
rbusiness, and (4) lands which have been
bought in under mortgages conveyed
in satisfaction of debts and purchased
at sales upon judgmenta or aocquired
in some similar manner.

It is the idea of the officers of the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
that they may be permitted to buy a
tract of land in the Catskills to be used
for the purpose of a tuberculosis hos-
pital under those provisions of the in-
surance law which allow an insurance
corporation to acquire such real prop-
erty “as shall be requisite for its con-
venient accommodation in the trans-
action of its business.” Acting upon
this assumption they have applied to
the State Superintendent of Insurance
for a certificate of approval under a
further provision of the insurance law
which provides that no real property
shall be acquired by any domestic life
insurance corporation except with the
approval of the Superintendent of In-
surance.

Mr. HoTcRK188, the new superinten-
dent, who was appointed last winter
by Governor HUGHES to succeed Mr.
Orto KELSEY, now has the application
under advisement. He is a capable
lawyer who before his appointment had
the advantage of considerable judicial
experience in the office of referee in
bankruptcy at Buffalo; and it is cer-
tain that he will give the matter the
careful consideration which it deserves.
In the argument before him reference

was made to the fact that several manu-
facturing corpordiions and raiiroad
comphnies maintained hospitals for the
benefit of their employees who may be
injured or become ill while in their
service. These precedeats, of course,
are valuable and in point if such hospi-
tals have been maintained directly by
the manufacturing and railroad cor-
porations as such; but we are under the
impression that some of them at least
are carried on by separate hosp
corporations to which the manufactur-
ing concerns and railroads stand merely
in the position of contributors. How-
ever this may be, it is plain that the
fundamental legal question standing
back of all others is whether the

of a life insurance company may under
any circumstances be devoted legiti-
mately to hospital

purposes.

There is no doubt that the Legislature

might permit such an appropriation

of insurance funds in the future; whether

it has already done so by the enactment

of existing laws is a question which Mr.
Horoukiss will have to determine.

More Evidence for the Metchnikoff
Theory.

Dr. DisTAs0, who is an assistant pro-
fessor in the Pasteur Institute of Paris,
has been conduaiing a series of investi-
gations at 8t. Mary’s Hospital in Lon-
don for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the method of warding off old
age suggested by Professor METCHN1-
KOFF is' a sound one. The Russian
physiologist, it will be recalled, was led
by observations and experiments to
evolve the hypothesis that the large in-
testine is the breeding place of most of
the germs harmful, to the human body
and that in a person whose large intes-
tine should have been removed by
operation, the beneficial germs remain-
ing would greatly outnumber the hurtful
ones, and would have the effect of stav-
ing off old age. .

The outcome of the investigations

instituted by Dr. DISTAS0 is et forth ir
the London Mail. The germs found in
& large number of patients whose large
intestines had been removed were com-
pared with the germs found in normal
individuals, and the result was so con-
vincing that it was expressed in the fol-
lowing averment; “Every child should
have its large intestine and its appendix
removed when it is 2 or 8 years old.” Dr,
DisTAS0 takes with him on his return to
Paris for further study at the Pasteur
Institute two persons who were practi-
cally bedridden before the operation was
performed four years ago, but who
are now in robust health and who have
each gained about two stone (twenty-
eight pounds) in weight. It is true that
although in every ocase the patients
sxperimented upon enjoyed afterward
greatly improved health a number of
new germs have . These are
thought to be harmless, if not beneficial,
but a more exhaustive study of their
action is to be pursued.
Commenting on the result of his in-
quiries in the English hospital to a repre-
sentative of the London Madl, Dr. Dis-
TAS0 said that his experiments had
proved that we would all of us be better
off without a lower intestine, which in
his judgment is nothing more or less
than an ideal breeding ground for dis-
ease germs. As examples of maladies
thus germinated he cited chronic heart
disease, hardening of the arteries and
most kinds of headaches. For those who
are unwilling to part with their large
intestine but desire to live as long as
possible Dr. DisTAS0 recommended the
following diet: A very little meat at one
meal a day only. Plenty of green vege-
tables at each of the three meals, and
water in abundance throughout the day.
No tea, coffee or spirits. A little diluted
wine, however, may be taken at meals
if desired.

It seems that, according to METCH-
NIKOFF, eggs are absolutely dangerous,
considered as food. Explaining this
dictum, Dr. DISTAS0 says that “an egg
undergoes the same decomposition in
the intestines as it does outside the body,
and in the intestines forms an exocellent
breeding place for germs.”

Sea Food.

Our old friend the Charleston News
and Courier is lecturing the world
in general and Jacksonville, Fla, in
particular on the‘importance of per-
fectly fresh sea food and the malign con-
sequences of treating it with preserva-
tives 80 that one's sense of smell can
no longer be relied upon for guidance.
We know of no reason why any resident
of Charleston should do anything cal-
culated to reise the temperature at this
time of the year, but so it is with our
excellent neighbor. A man was severely
punished in that town a few days ago
for tying up a dog overnight on Sulli-
van's Island, yet the News and Courier
is heating itself over the condition of
fish served in Jacksonville and de-
claring with distinctly dangerous energy
that persons hankering for sea food
must come to Charleston to get it fresh
from the water, and never, never trust
to formaldghyde and ice for its preser-
vation.

But it's an old story and nothing to
get heated about. Away back in 1874,
when the Bonnet Carré levee, twenty
miles above New Orleans, collapsed
and let the Mississippi River or most of
it run through the crevasse into “Lake”
Pontchartrain, what happened? A vast
volume of fresh vellow water poured into
Pontchartrain and drove the sea fish,
the pompano, the Spanish mackerel, the
sheepshead and the others, away from
their accustomed haunts near the city—
away from the Rigolets, from Chef Men-
teur and all that neighborhood. Pom-
pano and the like had to be brought from
Mobile and Pensacola in.midsummer
by transportation halting and uncer-
tain. Did it follow that the habitués of
Moreav's, Madame EUGENE'S and AN-
TOINE'S, after sipping their Rouffignacs
at KounTzE's, went to their favorite
restaurants and ordered the Mobile
and Pensacola producta? Not much!
They contented themselves with bisques
and Mississippi River shrimpe, poulet
de grain Bordelaise, &c., and let the sea
food pass, awaiting happier days.

They knew something about sea food
even in those times, and so, for that
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matter, did MosEs a few years further
back. But why particularly Charleston,
though, indeed, it is a pleasant place
(in January); why not Savannah also?
Do we not know the great white way
to Thunderbolt, with its long, lazy la-
goons, 1:8 wind swept marches and its
celestial shrimpe and crabs and whiting?
Tut, tut; likewise, go to!

There is much, however, in what the
News and Courier says about sea food

ital jand the peril of the preservatives in

whioh it is immersed for our delectation.
This is a parious season of the year, and
better corn beef hash and safety withal;
better the banqueta of Professor WILEY'S
pink brigade than the ailuring biue-
fish with its secret load of chemicals.
8till, we might as well keep cool while
pondering it all.

An Ohio conviot is to be taken from

prison to repair and retouch several paint-

in the State Capitol. In too many

the public has felt that the artists

have been taken from public bulld-

ings to prison their work had been
disclosed.

Governor Biuzon S8, PeNNEwrinLy of
Delaware grieves because the “cantaloupe
seed” he planted this fall has produced
only cucumbers. Yet a single good
oucumber is more valpuable than a crate
of some of the flav and inedible
things that masquerade under the name
of cantaloupe.

——
HEATHEN FPREFERRED.

Impressions of & Disboliever in Christian
Orientals.

To Eorrok oF Tas Sux--Sir: Although

I was borh in Shanghal, China, and bave travelled
extonsively in the East, 1 have hever yet come
Across a truly Christian Ohinaman. 1 have, how-
ever, had frequent experiences with so-called
Christian East Indlans. When 1 first went out
o Burma some twenty-five years ago my uncle
rather facetiously gave me for a “boy."” or body
servant, & Madrasse who was deat and couldn’t
speak & word of English. This was disconoert-
ing, but It made me learn the language quicker
than 1 otherwise would have done. This “boy.”
discovered, professed to be a Christian, and In
that capacity on a contrariwise principle thought
1t vight 10 lie 10 me prodigiously. He would over-
haul my effects pretty thoroughly in the daytime,
when I was absent, but at last he gave himself
away, for my reaching bome one day 1 found
& plece of paper ln one of my albums, da which
was writien In Hindustanee “May the Lord have
As 1 wasn't taking say

New Yoax, July 81,

Oppertanities Abread.
It is sald that no other part of Germany offers

ANOLO-INDIAN,

letters and cireu printed In English.
manufacturers are extensively pre-
in the 1910 exhibition In

buy American typewriters,

bozes, safety deposit vauits,

filing cabinets and other fMice
properly and

Uruguay will admit free of duty for a period
of ten years machinery, implements and ma-
terials for the prospecting and exploltation of
mines and the installation of metallurgieal works.
Applications must be made 10 the Executive.

Honduras has put on Iia free of duty list coal,
gasolene, fence wire, machinery and tools for
roads, agriculture, mining and Industries gen-
. Hive animals, seeds, forage, cart wheels,

coffee nacks, iron tires for wheels, motors

Sgg

How Many Pipes a Day?

To ™ae FEoIToR oF Tue Sux—Sir: My wite,
who has not gone (o the country—1 decline to
supply the exclamation of joy or otherwise—
asked me this ing how many pipes a man
smoked during the day. | fancied there was
something secretively personal about this query,
80 | triad to tot up the amouynt necessary lo the
comfort of an ordinary man in good health.

After breakfast, while reading your moming
paper falthfully, I put the mumber at three.
Then a farewell whiff or two before going down-
town, and one on the' walk 10 the station. Halt
an hour's interval must now elapsg. &8 for some
oecult reason there are no smoking cars on the
subway. From \be subway (0 your office one
more pipe s sufMclent. At this comparatively
early hour you can smoke & pipe in the sireet
without being taken for a “bloomin’, &ec., Fng-
lishman.” Clgars being en régie during business
hours, except in newspaper offices, & couple of
weeds may be smoked in the !morning and two
more in the afternoom, but these don’t count,
After luncheon the negligee surroundings excuse
another pipe, and after office hours comes again
the pipe to the subway and from the subway
home. Then after dinner—well, I give it up; not
the pipe, but the ealculation. Therefore in an-
swer 10 my wife's query | sald “Hundreds.” She
threw up her hands, gave a soiff and Jeft the room.
Thereupon 1 It another (extra) pipe.

1t's all very well for Calverly to have writien:

“Sweet, when the dawn Is gray;
Sweet, when they've cleared away
Lunch: at the close of day
Posslbly sweetest,”
but the sweetiess of & pipe is very much more
drawn out than that allowance. Fosmisr,
New Yoms, July 81,

Possible Refuge for “Forgetful.'’

To T™e Eprron oF THE Syw—Sir; | cannot
tell “Forgetful” how to remember all “small,
uninteresting detalls,” and In fact do not see
why ho should wish to do so; but If'he has any-
thing of importance that Be wasts 10 be sure nol
10 forget, let bim write (1t on & plece of paper and
put the memorandum o one of his front trousers
pockets. This s assuming that “Forgetful” is a
mere man. CONSTANT READRE,

Daxsvny, Cona., July 3,

A Certainty.
Knleker—Think & five foot shelf would educate

your boy?
Bocker—Neo, but |t would hold & good lot of jam.

In the Future.

Tommy—Nonest, ma, I baven's been up fiying.
Mre. Bnloker—I know you've been in & cloud
because your halr is wel,

J
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THE BATTLE Or THE LEVELS.

A Direct Appeal to the Commen Seunse
of the Men in Congress.

To TeE Ep1TOR OF THE BUN—Sir: After
due consideration of the views of some of
the leading engineers of this country re-
garding the recent contributions to “The
Battle of the Levels, * | hesitatingly agree
with their conclusions that the next step
should be an

OPEN LETTER TO THE SENATORS AND REPRE-

SENTATIVES IN CONORESS OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

GENTLEMEN: For many weeks past you
have seen that “The Battle of the Levels”
has been not a battle, but an unopposed
march of the triumphant |ogic and con-
clusive demonstration of the sea level canal
of a minimum width of 300 feet. At the be-
ginnipg there was the semblance of & con-
troversy, the lock system having for its
defenders certain army officers apparently
impelied by a sense of duty if not by direct
ord a member of the recent whitewash
board, and a technical editor entirely de-
vold of practical experience,
Now there is no lock advocacy. Human-
ity is so constituted that while abstract
reasoning may eventually prevall, logic’
is irresistible when supported by almighty
nature in her constant, decisive and sweep-
ing proofs that the premises of the lock ad-
vocates are ope and all untenable. Logic
must prevail when in addition our splendid
corps of army enginevurs has in the actual
test of doing the work shown that the esti-
mates of the minority board for under water
rock excavation were four times too high;
that the speed of excavation for day work
only, with present equipment, is three times
as fast as represented by the minority
beard, and that the plans of the minority
board for sach and every one of the specific
features of their lock system were utterly
impracticable, Such being the case, it Is
no wonder thiat the lock advocates are
driven to silence before the plercing evi-
dence of the array of indisputable facts
whose bnly answer is 300 foot sea level.

Gentlemen, what are you going to do
about it?

George Washington Goethals, the prince
of executives, like all men who get resuits,
became perforce wedded to the lock propo-
sition he was ordered to carry out. Day
and night lock success was his sole aim.
Slowly and with agony of spirit Goethals
has learned that his beloved was unworthy
of his devotion, and the sight of his own
results, the fills that wouldn't stand, the

.

: |dams that couldn’'t compress the clay, the

direful history of earthquakes, and the rush-

- {ing flow through the flssures underlying the

proposed lake, is said to have convinced him

.| that further experiments are unjustifiable;

that what is wanted is a serviceable canal,
immune from the hostile forces of man or
nature, that shall render uninterruptible
servioe until the end of time.

“But,” some will say, “Mr. Taft is for the
lock system, and I am firm for whatever he
wants.® True enough six months ago Mr.
Taft did accept the report of the whitewash
board that was forced on him, and favored
the loock type with all the fervency of hie
great spirit. But to say that to-day, now, he

his intelligence. Since his advocacy of the
system he has read the published reports
of Major Bibert's indisputable deductions
from the flssure flow: he has read the fatal
earthquake record of the isthmus that In
these months has been published; he has
seen the railway fill, the only basis of hope
for Gatun, slip away; he has seen the Necaxa
dam slide out: he has appreciated the tre-
mendous possibilities of excavation at high
rate and ‘ow cost under our army engineers,
and he has learned the lesson of the Soo
disaster. Furthermore, Mr. Taft unques-

_ | tionably even six months ago favored a

8300 foot sea level canal but for the fear of
time and cost. Since then he has had clearly
demonstrated the qualities of material to
be moved, the outside cost of less than the
lock system, and the time for completion,
based on day and night work, during his
first term, these conclusions being indorsed
by the greatest names in the engineering
profession.

Gentlemen, it is now unthinkable that Mr.

sea level canal.

Kittridge, Foraker, Teller and Beveridge
it was shown that the Benate is practically
unanimoua for sea level. It is hardly con-
ceivable that the House would favor other
than the one type that insyres everlasting
limitiess traffic and can be built on favorable
terms with the lock system, which is now
bopeless at Panama.

One who has followed the inner workings
of the canal project from its inception
assures me that before now the Administra-
tion would have come out for sea level but
for fear of the Spooner act, and that the
bugbear of the proposition has been the

the Administration is and has been haunted
by the fear that if the question were brought
up the whole project would be killed by the
“rallroad interests.” 1 do not for a moment
believe that there is the slightest basis for
this fear. Some years ago there certainly
were some who thought that the Panama
Canal was an unnecessary expense; bat

other than the British owned and operated
Tehuantepec road, or that it could have
any other effect than increasing the traffc
of our transcontinental lines through the
great upbuilding of the Pacifio coast, is not
to be considered.

Transportation facilities make trade, and
trade spreads prosperity to even the fur-
thermost sections of our Rocky Mountain
States. There is probably no one who now

still favors the lock system is an Insult to onel

Taft permonally favors any but the 300 foot | bu

authority to spend only $180,000,000. That ?‘

of 850,000 good money that is being spent
on the lock and dam features that are des-
tined to be abandoned. Are our revenues
#0 excessive, gentlemen, and are the needs
for publioc improvements in your own
States so few that you can contemplate
this waste with satisfaction?

You are asked to authorize a bond issue
for the canal in a form that would be an
adroit sidestepping of the Speomer act.
Would it not be better frankly to take the
bull by the horns and pass a regular joint
or concurrent resolution authorizing the
fssue of the bonds from time to time as
required by canal coonstruction—provided
that the proceeds of these bonde be applied
to the construction of the type of canal
that has the approbation of the majority of
asuitably constituted board of engineers?

This is the logical step for the most august
legislative body on earth. Who is the man,
who are the men among you who will rise
to this occasion and take the action that
will result in an assurance to the taxpayers
of the pation that their money is being
wisely expended, and shall save our nation
from the ridicule of the world, which in
another year would be lnevitable?

HExXRY G. GRANGER,

New York, July 81,

EARLY RAILROAD DAYS.

fncidents on & Coal Road In the Six.
ties.

From the Rollroad Empioyes.

As an (llustration of the conditions which
applied to and surrounded railroading in
general and the Lackawanna in particular,
be it known that the coal train upon which
Mr. Merrifield made his initial eantry into
what was to become his life's work was
minus the luxury »f a caboose, and that in
consequence he nearly perished from the
ocold and exposure, and would probably
have succumbed had it not been for his
soldier's overcoat, which protected him
on the rear end many a night as the train
passed along Martin's Creek, Nicholson and
north to Great Bend.

Mr. Merrifield says that the passenger
equipment was in keeping with the no ca-
boose coal trains. Air brakes were unheard
of and the hand brakes were exclusively in
use. The brake beams were of wood, as
were the brake shoes, which had an un-
pleasant habit of becoming ignited from too
constant use in coming down the Foconos,
which rendered it necessary for the train
erew to keep water cups constantly on hand,
which were employed when the train stopped
at stations in extinguishing the flames. If
the train happened to be pulled by & wood
burning locomotive the train crew was com-
pelled to assist in “wooding up” at the dif-
ferent wood plies along the line, and if a
coal burner the two brakemen when they
arrived at Hampton Junction would "just
for exercise” transfer the contents of a AAive
ton “jimmie” of lump coal over the back of
the tank in the absence of coaling chutds at
that station.

The train was due to arrive at Junction
along the middle of the afternoon, and
after the engine had bo:-ucud into the
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that the canal could even be a rival of any |, I

will dispute the beneficial national effects | Y80

of the canal, and the infinitely greater bene-
fits to the country from the necessary ex-
penditures than the huge anoual sums gow
required for prospective defence under
present international relations. We are
committed as a nation to the Panama Canal,
and our national honor is involved in its
successful completion.

No thinking man can now hope for the
completion of a successful look canal at
Panama, at any cost whatever. The lock
plan for Panama is in its own workings up
to date a demonstrated outrage on engi-
neering, which isonly applied common pense.
That this is true is shown by the fact that
those to whom appeals for categorica) an-
swers to common sense questions have been
made have failed to respond.

The shange to sea level is inevitable, 1f
the adoption of sea level is delayed for an-
other year until, nature gives further in-
disputable evidence in the case, the change
will then be made under circumstances that
will Involve the loss of the last shreds of
reputation of every one of the minority and
whitewash engineers, and the political
funeral of the powers that have sustained
the lock system.

Furthermore, each single day's delay
means the dead loss, the absolute waste
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Our Stage Censors.
To Ty® EDITOR OF TS SuN—Sir:  Your story
headed “To Clean Up the Stage” Indicates a de-

islander who has adroitly
laughing stock of the whole S
unique achievement. But pity the
Yorkers! Our theatrical bill of fare seems
more than ever subject to the Indiscretion
policemen

1 bumbly suggest that it would take “a very
long stretch” indeed of & polloeman’s imagina-
tion to discern poetry and art in anythigg but the
enthralling dramatic masterpleces of Mr. Georgem -

1 do not happen 10 have seen the com-

demned performance, but | shall immediately
do so. Aaything that & New Yerk policeman
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THE CANADIAN PATRior

) —— *
England’s Uneeen but Potent Haoa
the Deminion.

To TAR EDITOR OF THE Bow—gi.
many of the excellent Americans wh
finding their way into Canada corge h -
with exaggerated notions of the -uthofm
of English government in Canada, thet
utter absence of outward and visibje
thority, other than Canadian, Actually egy,
countered, leads them into the other
of supposing Canada to be an inde
nation. Mr. Samuel Thorn, native of New
York State, resident of Alberta,
appears to be one of that number,

Neo, Mr. Thorn, Canada is not “ap
pendent pation, owing alleglance to B
country under heaven.” Canada really
colony of Great Britain, but a self-gover, 4
colony, and as such has a very generouy
control of her own affairs. Com
powers of taxation and expendityre
vested in the Capadian Parliament
Legislatures, and it is only by authority
of Canadian Parliament and Legisiatyre
that taxes can be imposed and moneyy
expended; Canada has complete autonomy
in the making of all laws relating to hep.
self ;and even in the matter of treaty maky
she has the right to representation whery
Canadign interests are at issue. gy
Canada is not an independent nation.

The declaration of England's so
suthority lies in the provision of the
Constitution which requires that every ge
passed by the Parliament of Canads shyy
be submit by the Governor-General
tho%u in Council. It is true that in prae.
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pire that we are, in a governmenta
rense, the freest and happlest peon| (?n this
Continent. Some dav undoubtedly
will become an independent nation, but
there is not now any sentiment in
country looking to immediate independen:
Mtﬂor Canada is now preparing to ma
more secure her position as & mamber of the
Empire by assuming a share of the defence
of &Q Fmpire, :

Mr. Thorn is astray also in his facts as to
the Canadian flag and the relation of the
Union Jack to Canada. The “national®
flag of the inion of Canada—by author
ity of the Kine in Council—is a red or blus
ensien with the | nlor Jack in the upper
canton and the Dominion coat of arms-

“the maple wreath and beaver.” as Mr.

b 'n 23. |lt—|'l’l‘ the y.‘ od
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Ir:‘tho d:&‘fnmhhlnc flag vessels
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ack of England is n}o
that is lown from all
in Canada, whether under
colonial military authority.
cial flags in Canada having »
wreath are the flags of the Governor-Genenl
and of the Lieutenant-Governors of the
several provinces. C.D.
MONTREAL, July 20,

Rising Wrath of & Citizen of the United
States.

To vk EpiTor or TRE SUx—Sir: I have
read with amusement, yet with disgust,
the communication from BSBamue! Thera
which you publish in your issue of July 2,
He says that he is a native of New York but
that his presert place of residence is Al
berta. The way in which he traduces his
native land in his ridiculous flabbergaster
about Canadian prowess shows that he ls
one of the unenviable class of mortals whe,
as Walter Beott patriotically expresses it
“living éhall forfeit fair renown, and, doubly
dying, shall go down to the vile dust from
which he sprung, unwept, unhonored, and
unsung.”

He ls one of those undesirable Americans
who, to quote another line, applied o cer-
tain Englishmen in Australia, “left their
country for their country’'s good.” He s
a twentieth century American Tory, who
sides with the Canadians against his own
countrymen. There is a powerful |
nationalist song called “The Anti-[rish
irishman.” Mr. Thorn is an anti-Amerk
can American.

He refers “to certain bands of Americs
eriminals called Fenians.” If the Fenin
was a ociminal, so was George Washingtos,
as American Tories in the American Revo
lution certainly believed. It is not so long
ago that one of the leading l.ont‘l:‘n w;ck:ilu

. the American evoln
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A Lesson From Experience. g -
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Problem of National and Personal Finanos
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